In vitro aggregation of macrophages around human-derived Pneumocystis carinii.
Interaction between human monocyte-derived macrophages with human Pneumocystis carinii was examined in this study. Macrophages formed aggregates around P. carinii in the presence of heat-inactivated, but not native serum. This interaction is distinct from phagocytosis and appears to be analogous to granuloma formation.